A irway management is one of the most critical interventions required to save a life. It is essential that primary physicians be as well prepared as possible with numerous techniques available for airway control. Optimal airway management requires an experienced caregiver, attention to details, and knowledge of the patient's physiology. A variety of pharmacological agents have proved useful in securing a patent airway and minimizing the risk to the patient. Depending on the skills of the caregiver, endotracheal intubation has become the preferred means of airway control in most patients. Advances in technique, equipment, and pharmacology have greatly improved the art of airway management; however, there is no substitute for an experienced clinician. This article reviews some of the useful techniques available. Perhaps the most important aspect of advanced airway management is the ability to recognize and be prepared for difficult airways. This article introduces a list of options for difficult airway situations.
